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A

licking through Colnago's

continues with numerous photos of
Ernesto Colnago proudly standing
next to neat rows of gleaming

t
one purpose only: 1o bless this jaded
world with the existence of one of
the most beautilul and useful objects
cle. After
vearsof ltalian production of what
some say is the ultimate ra
machine, with a fierce dedic
race bred design and development,
i ts a desire to
lenceits
legendary marque through more
accessible pricing.
ng the clo ontrolled
oduction to Taiwan might have
caused a stir in some traditionalist
¢ir but it shows Colnago's
determination zep the brand
squarely in the fray in the global
battle for attention, Sitting in
between the £849.95 103-equipped
aluminium Primavera and the
£2399.95 Ulegra-equipped all-
carbon CLX, the Ultegra SL-
cquipped Arte has 4
aluminium mix frame, and fulfils its
brief with panache at the reasonable
price of £1499.95. Along with the
above complete bike ra UK
importers Windwave also brings in
the full complement of Italian
produced [ramesets, which are
available solo or as custom builds.

Frame 8
Art and passion for everyone

1n terms of design and art, this 6000
series aluminium main frame and
carbon rear triangle really stand

. Great attention has been paid to
the graphics and paint, and
smoothly welded top and down-
tubes display the unique cloverleal

m made famous by

aster and Dream frames.,

Stout wishbone seatstays arc
gracefully towards sinuous
chainstays to [inish the rear triangle.
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George Ramelkamp admires Colnago’s
beautiful — and affordable — work of Arte

The carbon incarnation of the
t fork, eriginally brought
out in the early 1990s and now a
signature of the brand,
complements the Arte’s loo
while a BSA 68mmishell, 11/8in
standard headset and slotted cable

make it technically universal,

Wheels 9
Reliable and functional
Let me confess to my old scheol
views and make the highly
prejudiced claim thar Vittoria
Caorsa CX tyres, either tubularor
open, are the world's best riding
and most beautiful tyre. This will
explain why [ really liked the
Rubina Pros that graced the Arte’s
Mavie Aksium whe
on the ¢lassic diamond [ile tr
with dual compound and m
contemporary synthetic o
with a high thread count, they
provided sure-footed grip and low
r:‘,)l]ing 1 ance inall conditions,
prejudice also extends to
Mavic, another classic brand
known primarily for its ¢fforts in
advancing that most elegant of
inventions, the tensioned bicycle
wheel. In this case, the Aksium
Race wheelsare excellent, if a little
dull. Although fast, they did not
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£
-SIntious chainstays grace the rear end

produce as sweet a note as Ulegras
orthe pricier Ksyriums, due to tl
thicker walls and shallower profile
of the machined rims and a little
more steel in the hub internals, The
slight extra weight does make
them super solid, though. with
reliability in all the right pl
reinforced evelet zone, standard
long brass nipples, accessible with
anormal spoke wrench, stainless
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bladed spok

aled cartridge 6001
s bearings, and chromoly axles.

Equipment 8
Known values with a twist
While Shimano's Ultegra SL group,a
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